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rare devotion to duty, some administrative ability,
but little imagination. Duped by the cajoleries of
wily adventurers, he was to be thrust on to a
throne by foreign bayonets and then abandoned
shamefully to his fate.

An early reverse had obliged Napoleon to
increase his army of invasion to thirty-five
thousand men. At first there was determined
resistance by the Mexicans, but, with the capitu-
lation of Puebla, control of the situation was
achieved. Under the " protection " of French
troops a nondescript assembly of Mexicans
declared for an Empire and offered the crown to
Maximilian, who landed at Vera Cruz in May
1864. For some time he was maintained in
office, if not in power, by Napoleon's soldiers,
but, on the termination of the American Civil
War, the United States Government, in pursuance
of the Monroe doctrine, categorically demanded
their withdrawal. Napoleon, eager to grasp any
excuse to back out of an undertaking which had
proved costly and embarrassing, shamefully
deserted the unfortunate Archduke, who was
captured and executed by the victorious republi-
cans at Queretaro in June 1867.

If the heart of Napoleon III, like that of Mary of
England, had engraven upon it a name, surely
that name was " Mexico," The drain of gold
and blood had crippled his resources and driven